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DVD Special Report: 
MGM's Ronin DVD Goes On-Line 

OnflMHHHIBW 1 ™as fortunate enough ft? meet with two very nice people from MGM Home Entertainment 
et the Trump International Hotel in New York City. This maah*ng was arranged as part of MGM's Media Tour to Introduce 
fin exafrtg new* way of utilizing the native interactivity of flie DVD format arid cornbWng it with the connectivity of the 
Interna*. Representing MGM was their Marketing Director Dave Miller and the Manager of Publicity and Promotions Beth 
tuterrnan. 



MGM Home Entertainment's brave new idea wfll make its debut on upcoming DVD 
I release of ^ e j onn Frantenheimer film RONIN starring Robert DeNiro. In addition to the 
I fflrn, the RONIN DVD will contain DVD-ROM capabilities that wttl aHow owners of the DVD 
| to partrcfpatc In a special on-fine event The KONIN Dvp b scheduled for re lease on _ 
nd the live on-line event will take place at 8pm (EST) on^BHV 
> innovation has Just a tew requirements which Include a PC running Mia 
; 95 or Windows 9a operating system, a DVD-ROM drive and a 28.8 kb or better 
I connection to the Internet The live on-fine event wfll be hosted by John Frankenhatmar 
I and wfll feature a 25-minute tour of Ihe making of the film. The tour wfll be supplemented 
I fay etoryboards, behind-the-scenes footage, film action sequences and stills that will be 
I sent to the user via the Internet Following the event, there will be a thfrty-minute on-fine 
I chat session with John Frankenhelmer. WQh somewhere between five end six million 
] DVD-ROM drives installed In personal computers in the United State* ©tone, the sheer 
I numbers of possible participants should make fgr e huge on-line event 



To participate ti the on-nne event requires that one Insert Jheir copy of RONIN Into their DVD-ROM drive, which will begin 
the Installation of the PCFriendry software on to the computer. Once the software te Installed, the user can select a 
hyperlink mat connects to the RONIN event website {www,rngm.cam/dvd/ronfnV The website requires that one register for 
the on-nne event, after registration the user wCJ be able to submft questions for John Frankenhetnar. Many of the 
questions submitted during registration will be incorporated Into the on-line event I recommend that everyone register for 
the event as soon as they acquire the DVD. Early registration «Jso Insures thai your particular question? havesbetter 
Chance of being Incorporated Into ins event. Additionally, with registration of the way r logging onto the event orajH|Ml 
wfll teslmefifiBd. Of course, make sure that your copy of RONIN Is tn your DVD-ROM drive whan you log on to the event 
_BBPFor lH03e unable to par&cip&fe during the live event MGM will cache the event to their Internet servers so 
that it can be played back at a later date by anyone acquiring the RONIN DVD. 

Lteing a simulation. MGM*s Dave Miller demonstrated to me how the on-fine event would work, showing how content from 
the DVD would be uSbed In conjunction with me live data coming from a connection to the internet The simulation was 
very cool and utilized a terrific looking Interface. I was excited by the notion of filmmakers having fre opportunity to make 
a direct connection with the public via the internet This kind of connection would allow filmmakers to 'mtetacl and discuss 
their films with perhaps millions of fans all et the same time. MGM's innovative idea mates the entire DVD experience 
more personal, by using technology to bring flmmater* together with the fans who watch and enjoy their movie*. I think 
this Is a brilliant idea, and MGM is just scratching the surface of combining DVD with Internet technology. MGM's Dave 
Miller told me that RONIN Is just the first title to be enhanced tn this way, other DVDs with Internet Capabilities are 
currently In the works. Way to go MGM) 



-/ 



PAGE 27/28 1 RCVD AT 3/21/2005 9:44:18 PM [Eastern Standard Time] * SVR:USPT0-EFXRF-1/3 * DNIS:8729306 1 CSID:85S5520095 1 DURATION (mm-ss):07-22 

BEST AVAILABLE COPY 



'03/21/05 18:52 FAX 8585520095 



©028 



DVD Sp ecfcd Rep art MOM'S Rerun DVD Goes On-line Page 2 of 2 



After experiencing MGiVTs demonstration, Prn sure Inafthe RONW event Is something that no film fan with a PC and DVi> 
ROM drive wfll want to miss. I would like to thank Dave Miller and Beth Luterman for taking the Hma to demonstrate to me 
this new concept in DVD entertainment. 
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